
Sustainable Programming
finding the “Triple Bottom Line”



increasing the sustainable use and conservation of 
native wildflowers, plants, and landscapes









Solving 
problems 

with native 
plants

Creating a programmatic focus on 
restoration and sustainability



Aiming at the Triple Bottom Line

Financial 
sustainability

Community 
relevance

Good science, 
Applied ecology



Research

Consultation

Policy Outreach

Education



• Sustainable Sites

• Yardwise

• Roadside Management 

Policy Outreach



• Professional workshops 
& Publications
– Conservation development
– Ecological restoration design
– Prescribed fire certification

• Collegiate courses
– Restoration Ecology
– Field Methods in Ecology
– Native Plants

Education



Invasive species

Revegetation

Green roofs

Prairie/savanna restoration



• How can we use 
standard management 
techniques (fire, 
mowing, seeding) to 
manipulate degraded 
grasslands and 
savannas?

Prairie/savanna restoration
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C
ov

er
 (%

)

0

5

10

15

20

25

Control
Burn W

Burn S Mow W
Burn F Mow A

Mow F
Mow S

Gaillardia pulchella
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Invasive species
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Invasive species



A. Spring sowing
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Revegetation





Green roofs



Goin’ head to 
head with 

bermudagrass
Comparing:
• Aesthetics
• Weed resistance
• Water use
• & Traffic (phase 2)

•buffalograss (Buchlöe dactyloides)
•blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis)
•Texas grama (Bouteloua rigidiseta) 
•curly mesquite (Hilaria belangeri)
•hairy grama (Bouteloua hirsute)
•hairy tridens (Erioneuron pilosum)
•poverty dropseed (Sporobolus vaginiflorus) 



Triple Bottom Line

Taking our mission off site through fee based consulting



• Takes our mission 
“on the road”

• Applies what we 
have learned from 
research

• Raises new 
questions to 
investigate

• Raises our profile 
in the community

Consultation



Austin Water Quality Protection 
Lands



Lost Creek Golf Course
April 2004Oct 2001

Oct 2001 June 2003



Avery Ranch Wetland Restoration

Feb 2002

July 2003



San Antonio River



Denver Botanic 
Gardens at 
Chatfield



AMD



Stratus Green Roof



Schulle Canyon Park



Johnson Space Center (NASA)



Starting a consulting program

• Focus on area of expertise 
– Tie to research

• Talk with consultants in a complementary 
area and gauge interest

• Don’t undersell your services



•Mission-focused program 
which pays for itself
•Stimulates an industry 
over time

•Puts theory and research to 
the test
•Generates new questions 
needing research

•Increase mission 
awareness
•Provides services 
otherwise unavailable
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